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Singapore Collaborateswith ICAO and WCO in First Ever Joint Conferenceon
Enhancing Air Cargo Security and Facilitation

1 Singapore is collaborating with the Internation&ilCAviation Organization
(ICAO) and the World Customs Organization (WCOjdiotly organise a conference
on the themeEnhancing Air Cargo Security and Facilitation — 8ygy Through Co-
operatiort on 5 and 6 July 2012 at the Orchard Hotel, Simgeap Mr Raymond
Benjamin, Secretary-General of the ICAO, and Mr KuMikuriya, Secretary-
General of the WCO, will deliver the keynote spescht the Joint Conference. Mr
Pang Kin Keong, Permanent Secretary, Ministry adnbport, Singapore, will give
the opening address.

2 The Joint Conference, which is the first such d¢mlation with the ICAO and
WCO, will bring together more than 300 aviationig@y and customs authorities, as
well as private sector stakeholders, from 40 coemtr The aim is to identify ways to
further enhance co-ordination and co-operationttengthen aviation and border
security while facilitating the secure and smoothwvement of air cargo.

3 In conjunction with the Joint Conference, the ICAGd WCO will issue a

Joint Communiqué to pave the way for enhanced lootion between both

organisations in securing air cargo from acts ofawful interference, while

facilitating the movement of goods by air worldwid&he Joint Conference and its
associated Joint Communiqué both build on the iegistMemorandum of

Understanding signed between the ICAO and WCO me 011, and reaffirm the
parties’ commitment towards working for the comngwal of a secure and efficient
air cargo supply chain.
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| CAO-WCO-Singapor e Joint Conference on Enhancing Air Cargo Security and
Facilitation, 5-6 July 2012, Orchard Hotel, Singapore

Importance of the air cargo sector

1 Air cargo is a crucial segment of the global ciailiation industry and an
important contributor to international trade. Adog to statistics from the
International Air Transport Association (IATA), ¢ar carried on aircraft accounts for
35% of all international trade by value, and thet@esupports some 32 million jobs
and generates US$3.5 trillion of economic actigtgbally. Demand for air cargo
traffic is expected to continue to rise with the@wing demand for high-value and
time-sensitive goods.

The International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICA@nd air cargo security

2 The International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICA® a specialised agency
of the United Nations which promotes the safe amderdy development of
international civil aviation throughout the worldt sets standards and regulations
necessary for aviation safety and security, as aellfor aviation environmental
protection.

3 Annex 17 to the Convention on International Civivi&ion (the Chicago
Convention) sets out the ICAO’s standards and recemded practices for
safeguarding civil aviation against acts of unldwiierference, i.e., terrorist acts.
With effect from July 2011, the enhanced ICAO stadd concerning air cargo
security include a requirement for its 191 membites to establish a supply chain
security process. The ICAQO’s work in air cargowséyg is governed by the strategic
focus areas set out in the ICAO Comprehensive fnabecurity Strategy (ICASS)
— Strategic Plan of Action 2011-2016, adopted iy FBAO Assembly in October
2010. These strategic focus areas include: dewvgjqpactical measures from a risk
management approach to address new and existiegtshrpromoting innovative,
effective, and efficient security approaches; prongpinformation sharing amongst
ICAO States; promoting global compliance and priovisof capacity-building
assistance to States in need; promoting mutualgreton of aviation security
processes to avoid duplication; and enhancingétel lof security awareness at the
national and international levels among all relé\stakeholders. (More information
on the ICAO’s work in aviation security IS at
http://www?2.icao.int/en/AVSEC/Pages/default.agpx




The World Customs Organisation (WCQO) and the SAEHtework

4 The World Customs Organisation (WCO) is an independ inter-
governmental body whose mission is to enhance ffi@eacy and effectiveness of
Customs administrations, through setting intermaticstandards to facilitate cross-
border trade and secure the international tradplgwhain. The WCO’s Framework
of Standards to Secure and Facilitate Global T(8#d¢-E Framework) advocates risk
management and profiling through harmonised cagaga dequirements, and details
facilitation benefits that Customs administratiamild provide to companies who
have implemented robust supply chain security nreasun support of the twin
pillars of Customs-to-Customs networkend Customs-to-business partnerships
(More information on the SAFE Framework IS at
http://www.wcoomd.org/home_pfoverviewboxes_safepaekhtm)

5 In December 2010, the WCO Policy Commission issu€bmmuniqué on Air
Cargo Security which underlined the importance afianal and international co-
operation including among relevant internationalibs, security focus on all modes
of transport, co-ordinated border management, thregdormation sharing,
strengthened use of intelligence-driven risk mansgd, enhanced Customs-
Business partnerships, development of models ast gractices for post-incident
recovery, and continued focus on capacity-buildi(ithe text of this Communiqué is
at http://www.wcoomd.org/press/?v=1&lid=1&cid57

Co-operation between the ICAO and WCO

6 In June 2011, the ICAO and WCO signed a Memoranduonderstanding to
increase co-operation to protect air cargo frons adtterrorism or other criminal
activity and for speeding up the movement of gdmdair worldwide. It is important
that the ICAO and WCO understand each other’s freone, mandates, and tools, in
order to enhance their collaboration to strengttiensecurity of air cargo through
pragmatic and effective supply chain security reggirthat also facilitates the smooth
movement of goods. Co-operation between both asgaons will focus on aligning
their respective regulatory frameworks for air cargThe ICAO-WCO-Singapore
Joint Conference on Enhancing Air Cargo Security Gacilitation on 5-6 July 2012
is a milestone in this effort. (More information the MOU between the ICAO and
WCO is at http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/icao-and-wcaoHtmrces-to-
strengthen-air-cargo-security.aspx and
http://www.wcoomd.org/press/?v=1&lid=1&cid=8&id=264




Singapore’s total supply chain approach to cargardy

7 Singapore takes a total supply chain approach ¢arsg the cargo supply
chain against acts of terrorism, as the global lsuppain is only as secure as its
weakest link:

1)

ii)

First, as global supply chains span many diffeneoties and cross
international borders multiple times, supply cheggurity efforts need to
be holistic and cover the entire chain

Second, given the complexity and number of playevelved in the

supply chain, responsibility for security has to deen as a chain of
responsibility, with each player undertaking thatphat he is best
placed to do This is more efficient than placing the onusome or two

nodes only, and allows all players to enjoy greatenfidence and
assurance of the security of goods passing threaagin stage of the
supply chain.

Finally, supply chain security efforts should cdmnite to the private
sector’s competitiveness and enhance trati¢hile companies benefit
directly from taking their own supply chain secyrnheasures through
reducing pilferage, preventing contamination arichicral activity, and

keeping insurance costs down, it is important fovegnments to also
recognise their efforts in a way that enhancestrad

8 The total supply chain security approach to camgmusty is in line with the
principles advocated by the WCO in its SAFE Fran®wo International co-
operation between States as well as among intenatorganisations such as the
ICAO and WCO is essential to the implementatiothef approach.



